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to Mocha. The office was a most desirable one for
'a young factor. It afforded him opportunities
for private trade at first hand, instead of through
agents, that in the mind of an adventurous young
man quite outbalanced the perils of the sea.

In spite of small salaries, a goodly appearance
was made by the Company's servants in public.
At the public table, where they sat in order of
seniority, all dishes, plates, and drinking-cups were
of pure silver or fine china.    English, Portuguese,
and Indian cooks were employed, so that every
taste might be suited.     Before  and after meals
silver basins were taken round for each person to
wash his hands.     Arrack, Shiraz wine, and ' pale
punch/ a compound of  brandy, rose-water, lime-
juice, and sugar, were drunk, and, at times, we hear
of Canary wine.    In  1717, Boone abolished the
public table, and diet money was given in its place,
Boone reported to the Directors that, by the change,
a saving of nearly Rs. 16,000 a year was effected,
and the Company's servants better satisfied.    On
festival days the Governor would invite the whole
factory to  a picnic  in some garden outside the
city.    On such an occasion, a procession was formed,
headed by the Governor and his lady, in palanquins.